
STUDY OF PAIN, ESPECIALLY AMONG THE NEUROTIC

Oppenheim of Berlin called attention to the fact that
in diseases of the glands of internal secretion, such as exoph-
thalmic goiter, for instance, pain may precede the other
symptoms for years. This can probably be referred to a

diminished or increased secretion of some gland or glands,
or to the production of chemically irritating materials (hor-
mones). The same explanation may apply also to the algias
(painful conditions) of the menopause, of paralysis agitans
and many acroparesthosias.
The pains in hysteria and neurasthenia have various ori-

gins. There are psychic forms (psychalgias) both ideogenous,
as, for instance, the fear of cancer, as well as emotional;
generally these two factors are united. More frequent
than the pure psychalgias are forms of pain which have a

physical basis (local irritations, fatigue, traction on muscles,
gastro-intestinal disturbances, gout, diabetes, etc.) ; but the.
hyperesthcsiii, focusing of the attention, persuasion and
increased introspection of the morbidly nervous transform
their slight temporary pains into permanent painful affec-
tions. An essential rôle is played in these cases also by the
vasomotor diathesis with its tendency to cramps of the ves-
sels, and further the inherited transmission of pains in tho
direct or transferred form.
Von Frankl-llochwart of Vienna called attention to the

fact that piiins of psychic origin do not recur in dreams as is
the ease when they proceed from an organic basis. Dubois
of Bern stated that he has been able sometimes to relieve and
cure pain by his method of explanation and persuasion, even
in cases of pain apparently permanently rooted for fifteen
years, which had defied all other methods. On the other hand,
Trimmer insisted that there is much of suggestion in the
action of Dubois' method, which the latter energetically
denied. The convincing of the person, persuading him to see
the matter in its proper light, are the effectual elements, and
the personality cooperates with it. With suggestion, as
Dubois emphasized, it is necessary to instill into the patient
opposing ideas. Oppenheim, in conclusion, insisted that the.
method of Dubois of simple explanation and instruction is not
sufficient in many cases of neurosis.
MENINGITIS WITH APPARENTLY NORMAL CEREBROSPINAI, FLUID
In the febrile diseases of children, Professor Förster of

Breslau has frequently observed a severe clinical picture of
meningitis without change in the lumbar-puncture findings.
After the disappearance of the meningitic symptoms there
remained a cerebellar disturbance of the gait which also after
weeks and months completely disappeared. The cases were in
tuberculous children.

EXOPHTHALMIC GOITER IN MEN

Mendel and Tobias of Berlin discussed Basedow's disease in
men. Men are less frequently affected with this disease than
women (in the proportion of 1:6), and in general at a later
age. The thyroid may be little, if any enlarged, but the
sexual functions, in contrast with women, are rather dimin-
ished; early arteriosclerosis frequently occurs as a complica-
tion and pronounced psychoses are more common in men.
Internal therapy is, as a rule, sufficient.

KERODIAGNO.SIS IN NEUROLOGY

Golla of Breslau gave the results of Abderhalden's sero-

diagnosis in brain and spinul-cord diseases. The serum from
fifty-eight persons with organic brain or spihal-cord disease
was investigated. In a number of these, the process showed a

fermentative destruction of the nerve tissues. This condition
was almost constant in paralysis, in which, in contrast to
other organic processes, other organs also were digested.

Alcohol and Responsibility in the Academic Course
The faculty of the University of Bonn have posted the fol-

lowing notice on the blackboard: "Among the cases of dis-
cipline coining before us for decision, we again and again have
the experience thai the students present the excuse that they
were drunk or so drunk that, they did not know what they
were doing. Some recent instances of this impel us to give
notice that we arc not accustomed to give any weight to this
form of defense in general, and do not recognize drunkenness
as a ground of extenuation. The students of the university
fortified by a long course of training in character, must be
expected to have? reached such a degree of self-control and
strength of will that they do not lose control of their nense,
and of (heir actions by excessive use of alcohol. If the
student acts contrary to this duty, he must bear the conse-

quences."

Marriages
Charles S. Ryttenburg, M.D., Port Chester, N. Y., to Miss

Anita Lazaron of Mount Auburn, Cincinnati, October 27.
William JOHNSON Bass, M.D., Paducah, Ky., to Miss Char-

lotte Cecelia Dean of Henderson, Ky., October 22.
John George Mueller, M.Ü., to Miss Margaret Corridan,

both of Iowa City, at Des Moines, la., October 27.
Augustine Charles Luhr, M.D., St. Marys, Pa., to Miss

Mary Gertrude Wall of Pittsburgh, October 15.
Charles Pulford Forward, M.D., Dubuque, la., to Miss

Myrtle Anne Gilstrtip of St. Louis, June 29.
Arthur Preston Flowers, M.D., to Miss Margaret Louisa

Ash lord, both of Atlanta, Ga., November 8.
Robert Turner, M.D., Paris, France, to Miss Marjorie Pope

of Brookline, Mass., in Paris, October 23.
Marie Kirby Hopkins, M.D., Gloversville, N. Y., and Walter

Humphrey, in Castile, N. Y., October 20.
Adolph E. DeTuncq, M.D., Scandinavia, Wis., to Miss Mar-

vel Drewry of Milwaukee, September 20.
Samuel Caldwell Benedict, M.D., Athens, Ga., to Mrs.

Kate Taylor of Maeon, Ga., October 23.
George William Priohard, M.D., Omaha, to Miss Ina Fo-

gclstrom of Wahoo, Neb., October 29.
Charles William Pace, M.D., to Miss Elfie Coppage, both

of Hot Springs, Ark., October 12.
William HENRY Tippie, M.D., to Mrs. Anna R. Ullery,

both of Terre Haute, October 25.
Henry Stink Weigle, M.D., Harrisburg, Pa., to Miss Esther

Noble of Muncy, Pa., October 25.
Robinson Boswouth, M.D., St. Paul, Minn., to Miss Russell

Sprake of Chicago, November 3.
John Robins Blair, M.D., to Miss Ethel May Smith, both

of Richmond, Va., October 22.
John Guirley Missildine, M.D., to Miss Sara Taft, both

of Parsons, Kan., October 15.
Archibald B. Elkin, M.D., to Miss Amelia Sturgeon, both

of Atlanta, Ga., October 21.
John H. McCool, M.D., to Miss Katharine Blackwell,, both

of Indianapolis, October 15.
Charles M. George, M.D., to Miss Mary E. Yorks, both of

Detroit, Mich., October 28.

Deaths

Charles McBurney, M.D.—Four weeks ago Tue Journal
chronicled the death of Dr. Reginald Heber Fitz, who called
attention to the pathology of appendicitis and thus opened
the way to a clearer understanding of the disease and the
possibility of its cure by surgical means. To-day we note the
den Hi of Dr. Charles McBurney, whose operative work in
appendicitis brought him into great prominence during his
years of active work, and whose recognition of a point of local-
ized tenderness in appendicitis has made Mcllurney's point
known the world over.
Charles McBurney was born in Roxbury, Mass., Feb. 17,

1845, the son of Charles and Rosine Horton McBurney. Ho
received his academic training in Harvard, from which he
received the degree of A. B. in 1806, and that of A. M. in 1869.
His medical course was taken at the College of Physicians and
Surgeons, Columbia University, New York City, from which
he was graduated in 1870. His teaching work commenced in
his alma mater in 1872 as assistant to and demonstrator of
anatomy from 1872 to 188!). During a portion of this periodfrom 1878 to 1882, he was lecturer on anatomy of the nerves
and surgery. In 1889 he was made professor of surgery; throe
years later professor of clinical surgery, and in 1907 he became
emeritus professor of surgery.During his forty years of practice in New York City he was
a member of the visiting or consulting staff of many hospitals.
He was a Fellow of the American Medical Association, an hon-
orary Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh, a
member of the New York Academy of Medicine, the Surgical
Society of Paris, the Roman Medical Society, the Medical and
Surgical Society of Constantinople, and many other learned

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a New York University User  on 06/05/2015


